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THE  LAV* OF THE  LAST  M1NSTKKL

This poem is in reality a most absorbing romance told in rhyme. It wa^ Sir Walter Scott's
first success and brought him immediate popularity vvhvix it M.US published in 1^05. Thy story
is related by an. aged minstrel and duals with lifts cm the Jk>rt!rr lift wren Kngtawl ami Scotland
in the sixteenth century. The minstrel tells his tale at Xcwuik Castlr. Our illustration is a
facsimile of the painting by ii. Ikuivi.s,

SIR WALTER SCOTT, born in the
year 1771, was contemporary with
Wordsworth, Coleridge and Lamb,
and belongs to the Age of Romance.
His memory is endeared to Scotch and
English alike, not only by his work as
poet and novelist, but by his lovable
nature. Thousands throng the streets
of his native Edinburgh every year to
do him honour and admire the dignified
monument erected to him in Princes
Street.

His work as a lawyer took him to the
Border, dear to his ancestors, and all
his life he never tired of collecting
legends, books and armour connected
with the history of the Tweed country.

He wrote poetry while a barrister,
and spent his holidays on long walking
tours, making the acquaintance of
humble folk and listening eagerly to
their traditional tales.

During college life at Edinburgh he
had studied Spanish, Italian and French
hurriedly, in order to get at the stories

in those languages. Ho was familiar
with Chaucer, Spenser and Shake-
speare. He first became famous as a
poet, though his poetry is not of the
highest quality. It was popular then
because it talc! a good tale in simple
verse which was easy to grasp, free
from digressions and unhampered by
any deep character si udy, The tales told
were exciting and attached to actual
places and events in history. " The
Lay of the Last Minstrel *' was his first
success, and made him popular at once.
'* Marznion *' described in detail the
defeat of the Scots at Flodden; and
" The Lady of the Lake " drew the
attention of every reader to the beautiful
*' Trossachs " country.

The Waverky Novels.

Scott was well paid for his work, even
before it was written. He bought
Abbotsford, beautifully situated on the
Tweed. Here, amid horses, dogs, visi-
tors and his own children, he lived
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